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SUBJECT: SECURITY/POLITICAL SITUATION IN SIND 

1 . IN EARLY, PARTIAL, UNAUTHORITATIVE REACTION TO THE PRIME 
MINISTER'S PROPOSAL TO SUBMIT HIMSELP TO A REFERENDUM, PNA 
SUPPORTERS IN KARACHI DECLARED THAT THEY WOULD HOLD OUT POR 

HIS OUTRIGHT RESIGNATION AND FOR A NEW NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ELECTION. 
TYPICAL PPP SUPPORTERS EXPRESSED THE VIEW THAT THERE WAS NO 
LEGITIMATE REASON POR BHUTTO'S HAVING TO ACCEPT A REFERENDUM, 

BUT ASSERTED THAT HE WOULD BE OVERWHELMINGLY ENDORSED BY THE 
PUBLIC. REGARDLESS OP POLITICAL APPILIATION, KARACHIITES 
IN GROWING NUMBERS HOPE THAT THE REFERENDUM, OR SOME SUCH STEP, 
WILL PERMIT THE LIPE OP THE CITY TO RETURN TO NORMAL. 

2. VIOLENCE WAS LARGELY CONPINED MAY 13 TO THE LIAQUATABAD 
AREA, WHERE THE HARASSMENT OF THE SECURITY PORCES THAT BEGAN MAY 
12 CONTINUED. SMALL PROCESSIONS IN THE BURNS ROAD AND DRIGH 

ROAD AREAS WERE BROKEN UP WITH PERSUASION AND TEAR GAS. A 
REPORT THAT ONE PERSON WAS SHOT IN LIAQUATABAD MAY SIMPLY HAVE 
DUPLICATED THE STORY OP A SHOOTING THAT TOOK PLACE THE DAY 
BEFORE. ALTHOUGH THE DAYTIME CURFEW WAS ANNOUNCED TO EXTEND 
PROM 0800 TO 1400 AND PROM 1600 TO 2000 MAY 14, THAT 
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ANNOUNCEMENT WAS AMENDED AT MID-DAY BY CANCELLATION OF THE 
LATTER CURFEW PERIOD. 

3. MUMTAZ BHUTTO CONTINUED HIS SPEAKING TOUR OF SIND, ADDRESSING 
SEVERAL MEETINGS IN THE HYDERABAD AREA MAY 13. HIS MAIN THEME 
WAS STILL PRO-ZULPIKAR BHUTTO AND ANTI-AMERICA, BUT HE ALSO 
TOUCHED ON THE DELICATE ISSUE OP QUOTAS (WHICH ARE DESIGNED 
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TO ASSURE A SHARE OE GOVERNMENT JOBS AND PLACES IN EDUCATIONAL 
INSTITUTIONS EOR RURAL SINDHIS WHO WOULD OTHERWISE LOSE OUT 
TO KARACHIITES). IN ESSENCE HE SAID QUOTAS ARE ESSENTIAL BUT 
HE TRIED TO MAKE IT SOUND AS IE QUOTAS ENSURE EAIR TREATMENT 
EOR BOTH GROUPS. CLEARLY HE IS SEEKING TO REASSERT HIS PERSONAL 
PROMINENCE IN SIND, AND HE MAY CONCEIVABLY BE CAMPAIGNING 
EOR THE CHIEE MINISTERSHIP SINCE IT IS WIDELY RUMORED THAT 
THE PRESENT CHIEF MINISTER, JATOI, IS CONTEMPLATING RESIGNATION. 
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